Neoregelia ‘Durispina’ Extract from a Round Robin letter from Thelma O’Reilly to Bea Hanson in 1986

I grow a stunning Neo. cross by Grace Goode labeled Neo. carolinae var durispina x Neo. fosteriana (Now ‘Harmony’). It won "Best Neoregelia" In our annual show in 1984. I purchased the young plant the previous year from Harvey Kendall, then Seed Fund Director for BSI. I was, still am, most curious about the source of the species, Neo. carolinae var durispina. I wrote to Grace about this plant and her cross of  Neo. carolinae ’Rosea Lineatum' X 'Vulkan' F2. (?’Rose Wine’). I never received an answer. She sent seed of the latter hybrid to S.F. and it produced some of the most spectacular plants in my collection. One of them took Best Blooming Neoregelia in our '83 show. I have 9 diff.erent  colored plants from this cross. I want to know if she named this cross.

If she did not name it, I would like her permission to give it a name.

Back to the species or variety of a species, "durispina " . Source, anybody?

About the same time I was growing Grace's cross with the carolinae var durispina, I spent a day at Kent's nursery in Vista. Jeff had a table laden with a species from Brazil that he labeled  Neo. carolinae ‘Tigrina’.

It was unusual, interesting. The green leaves were dotted, closely, with tiny spots the size of pin pricks over the lower 2/3 portion of the acuminate leaves. Some were coming into bloom and the center leaves were darkly fuchsia flushed. Reluctanly, Jeff sold me and a friend a plant each. As I watched this plant grow (he parted with younger, immature plants), I noted a resemblance between the spotting of dots between this plant and Grace's hybrid.

Next year when I made my semi-yearly buying trip to Kents, he told me that the species name was incorrect and it was now listed as unidenti​fied species from Brazil. In the meantime, Harry Kendall was distributing a few named plants (he applied names) that he raised from Grace Goode's seed.  'Bingo' , 'Blythe Spirit' ,.in particular, were attractive, green ​leaved plants studded with tiny red dots. I immediately decided they were offspring from her caroliane var. durispina plant, and also thought they could be the offspring of Kent’s unidentified species from Brazil. It is my opinion that.Kent's species (it comes true from seed) and Grace's Neo. carolinae var. durispina could be the same species. I would bet they both came from Seidel, Brazil, as seed. Can any of you cast light on this subject? Bea, can you or Ann check with Grace to find her source of this species?

I am going to send a copy of this portion of the Robin to Harry Luther. There is a.strong possibility he has this species from Kent. If not, I  can send him an offset to grow in the gardens.

